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•800J .et-4- The tiaticea3. League 'Revert Fez	 1(0-2.164 •
• •

• •	 • •	 ..	 - •	 _.• Ameba: 19 xl-Date of fliformatioa:•

Jartne.ri 1951

5 January 1951
.soarce: * Ai *Austrian Covorrierigt official..	 .•
The -fallowing ie gg frea translation of a report ittich sae prepared trr•on

• • An.otrian Gorsrnaent emplme at the rionit of c_

• Ruch of this information Is well Roca tat toe report is par:km.21m
• MAC it represents the virOoint of the	 sf the Interior.	 .

• .1. Another •Iipsatan • Parte,(Df• Adoltkarik t p4atiooal Low, appeared on
.	 .

• the Austrian political . scene	 •early.part of 1950. A. expected. T.'
• this Organisation has failed to gen inflows An established wraps.

*I
2. It is a vallz•becen fact that_Dr. 33.grik,- as a ',helmeted! Iasi is according

to prevailiag de-Rasification lase =able to assume official leadership of
the 'Lague. For this ream	 vas dialed as the first leads:
of the•Leagoe, then later one

X of_lower Austria,	 tr Paden, Mete theT	

ntItAlla. Both of these aro ismacre

am
fIgur

thite 
heacti. Uoiever ththis.aituatico'c. id whoa the fitter Leadeso
of 

bean

laticnil,Leagwe xith 10 prat:Ant TX flashers frog Ulmer Austria. Weer,
sesanitsile,•vas elected Bundisohaava in tbe.Geoeral. Zoseselj. of 1 Oct-cogs
/950 .and(Dr.)Herhert l‘lArttinger of Gras his deputy..

3. *Tbe Original prisms nt'the Lague ass extremely ram. Raidear anti hi.
• oolleagoes, hoarier, Dais no, set forth a agas • prone@ p7grealtir the

League ahich . ineluese the following point*.
• -

a. lest.rality for An. stria • •
Re;:orothesent sith the Ziat.	 - • .

a. Reorienting@ of Aostria t • foreign node b abindooseat of the •
• 'NarshaLl Plan ext szpanaiso .of trade relations aith statue

Z . .	 natices.
A. • Planned econgst:i •	.•
e. epeal o National Socialist lam. *-R	 f

- Date latistrvl:- •
• .Plbre Acquired: •IrlooDAJ, A:114MA

-.. •ortalostioa:	 .	 "	 Date of Seiart!

•

-
f. Ibteectiation of all poll.tisal traditions with the stlithe

-	 Voreard.to the ecamnal prineiple. Teel ban:cony&
•Think Internatiagally1 Mtsociallyi• 	 ••
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In order to gain adherents for this program the national leadership of •
the League has called an apprectably large number of theetings in Vienna.
and Lower Austria. The, /aag • e is-trying to draw support primed-1,y from -

• • ,ex-Nazia, fornar officers who have no source of income and all-those
• •' who are no. disiliusioced with the 141.1 (League of Independents): Actually
• very few people, usually 10,to 30 persons, attend thescmaetings and

'.c.onteiinces. According to availaLle information, the National League
has acquired,oMly i few recruits in the course of thee meetings. In fact

 some of those who have been invited to National league conferences have•
spoken ,out against the leagues pro-Sovibt policies. . Although they have-.

• urged the League to tokke in' independent etand.)they ham 	 anythine, in-
• dicated their synpathies with. the Nest. As i result these meetings havi

proved detriments.] to the interests of the National League.

• ••

4 • •	 ••• •

..5• • ;In addition to holding meetings, the.Nationil, League. also recruits members*
• by dispitching'its agetits to people who either have.the reputittion of • -

• -	 being "die-hard" fighters or who -flayed a special. 'role &wing the Nazi era,'
-' and are mow -in critical. straits .11s . A result of their activities during'

Um. Nast regime.. The League appeals to the former kt offering, the. prospect's
of regaining political or aLl.itary prestige, and to the lettexi it promiees

'opportunities for , making I living and particulirly the assurance of personal,
• 'security with regard to the Soviet Occupation Forces.. In this caineotion-.
• 0,2t should be noted that the National League has made overtures to the..

tical prisoneis in ...Stela 'add has offered to help those prisoners who
• ing detained at the request of the Russians. , This type 9f-recruit-.

is-naturally not calculated to bring about mass results.- obvtausly -
NationarLeagim, at /east at present does not intend to fore a large.- party. Instead, it is aiming.towards the establishment of a revolutionary•

otganizatica.	 .•	 .•

•

	•-•-•••
.7 •• a.	 •• a

• 6.- following are a few conclusians regarding-present •relations between the
• Ratite:sal Liague and Soviet authorities in Austrias 	 . •

S.

•„	 •	 •

• •••

'zit. there is no question that the fatiocalIsaglier as IL 'receptacle
- for Rational Socialist thugs who have unsavory political records,

• • men dnly. develop.itta activities in the face of Communist attacks:
• and,lntiating ds-Nazification laps because it is assured -of 	 -

• •	 tolerance if not encouragement frna the Soviet Occupation forces. -
• •	 •

icts-been frequently reported that considerable 'financial '
ass/star-4e has been or will be placed at the disposal of the

• • Sational League by the Russians. ,Slavik, himself, denies that -
the League has received baeldng'froa the Soviets and he main-
tains that be is financed by voluntary gifts many of which	 ._	 •

-.costs from persons alto, are trying to 'insure' themselves for
things to came. This is anti:sly posailale, fore the League•Ars

' agents ire.not reluctant to advertise their good relations
,	 Russians. In fact; the Lingua operates on the prise that

it is the we organisation whii.h will not only.keep Austria
neutral in case- a an Rut-Nast conflict but will, also be able

,; SECRET stai4i3Cit
•U.S. OFFICIALS-ONLY



woo 111•

• /	 •	
•	 1 0

• e'S.EC7.7T CONTnOL,

4

rift ...01	 4111 oat

U.S.OFFICIALSONLY

BEST	 PY

MAY-2165

to-protect its con-Comeurdsit ' oembers'froa the Comiatieis •
because of its good relations with the Soviets. It is quite

• conceivable that this sort of argument will win adherents
from the ranks of those Austrians who seek security for the
future. It is also certain that this kind of propaganda is not
only babOg tolerated by the Russians but also bee their approval.

• •	 •	 •
*. On the other hand, there has been no •videnoe that the Russians	 j

are ready to extend More than sympathy to the League. For 	 • .
• example, in .spite of all the League's effOrts the Russran, have •

not released a single political prisoner from Stein,
• •

d. This contradietion between•the League's propaganda and the
.actual attitude of the Russians prompts the question ILS to
whether the League really is an important political factor.

• • This question must be answered in the affirmative beet:us:1.th'
Russians regard the ImagUe as anothek. device far splitting. the
Austrians' will to resist.•	 •

.	 .

..' The Austrian CoeMunist Party has the. task of under&ining the
'.•	 feundstions of the Socialiet • Party;•the Democratic Union has

• Soviet approval because it BOOMS toroffer-an opporttlity to create -
.' • confOsioa aOling the'Cattmlics; the League, the Soviets believe, .

can -030131C. NatiOnalist circles,.and:the sresent crisis in the .'
TdD liapperently offericg a similar opportunity.

• lt is poseible, however*:that the locompatency of the.Commlnisi
. Pull say bee alerted the Soviets to be on the lookamt`t:Silanothir

partner, °afoot*. stooge, ho can accomplish certain	 Which
the Com/aunts:is cannot handle. The Soviets' eiperiences in the

. listens Zoo& of Germapy:aat play apart in this regard. 	 • •
-	 .
According'tolom:reports and 4 certain itatements made by LeagUe-functionaries;

ye must ammedhat the Soviets. say plan to a.saigrk Certain police fiOctions
to iteibers of thi . League . chrIng:the initial stages of a.Soviet.attempt to .
seize power in Austria. The people nith ehom the datiormi League is most 'Coo-
corned ars those:lobe's live) have bpeh'uprootid,•people who are ready for 	 .
amytbilig, and eba.acqufted the 'neossearylseining.endeaperience in the Nast.
Party or German m4litary organizations..	 •	 .

• •

8. Ali this leads 'to the followingleneral concldsions: 	 .• .

.	 t	 .	 .
• the National League with only 3,000 to4,003 members in Austria, has little • - •

	

s ' influence on the Ansltrian people At the present time and it is not likely to' 	 -
develop into a large.orgenisation in the future.: Iudtvictuar in the National

: League are more Omniertna than the entire organisation which offers no reel
. : threat to democratic order in Austria. Nevertheless the League and all those

ado are affiliated with-it should be-closel4mitched by the sese.ritr authorities
as sell as the PeOles g arer3oeialiat hurtles. 	 '	 •	 .	 .
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